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CHRIST IS RISEN! XPUCTOC BOCKPECE! XPIZSTOX ANEXTH!

CHRIST EST RESSUCITE/  KRISTUS ON ULES TOUSNUD!
CHRYSTUS ZMARTWYCHSTANAL  CRISTQ RESURRETE!

HRISTOS A INVIAT! zuued i3 KRISTUS AR UPSTANDEN!

April 19, 2014 Sunday of the Apostle Thomas Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
April 25 Saturday Vespers 4:00 pm
April 26 Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Saints of the Day: Venerable John of the Ancient Caves in Palestine (8 c.). New Hieromartyr Victor, Bishop of
Glazov (1934). New Hieromartyr Priest Demetrius (1942). Saint Matrona the Blind of Moscow (1952). Martyrs
Christopher, Theonas, and Antoninus in Nicomedia (303). Hieromartyr Paphnutius of Jerusalem. Saint George
the Confessor, Bishop of Antioch in Pisidia (813-820). Saint Tryphon, Patriarch of Constantinople (933).
Venerable Abbot Nicephorus, of Katabad. Venerable Symeon the Barefoot of Philotheou Monastery, Mount
Athos. Venerable Abbot Joachim, of Opochka (Pskov) (1515). Venerable Joasaph (Bolotov) of Alaska.
Hieromartyr Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury (1012). New Martyr Agathangelus of Esphigmenou
Monastery, Mount Athos (1819). Martyrs Theodore, his mother Philippa and two soldiers, Socrates and
Dionysius at Perge in Pamphylia (2 c.).

Please remember in your prayers: Suffering Christians of Egypt, Syria, the Middle East and Ukraine. Bishop
BOULOS and Bishop YOHANNA, of Aleppo. Archimandrites Athanasy, Nectarios, Pachomy. Archpriests
Alvian, Eugene, Leonid, John, Jason, John, Vincent. Priests Jacobus, Leonid. Deacons Mark, Demetrios, Philip.
Mothers Raphaela, Michaela, Catherine, Anna. Monk Victor, Valentina, Dimitri, Nina, Daniel, Catherine,
Helen, Anna, Peter, Helen, Michael, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Michael, Ed, Nettie, Maria, Michael, John,
James, Nancy, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Nicole, Ashley, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory,
Marianna, Helen, Isaiah, Jamie, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren.

God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Priest Rick Campbell, Michael Zaugg, Ed Redmon Jr, and
Protodeacon Keith Russin were offered at Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics.

Christ is Risen! Prayers for the repose of newly-departed William Homyk, Patriarch Alexei I, Archpriest John
Platko, and Priest Charles Salkeld were offered today at Liturgy and Litiya at the request of Father John Udics.
Christ is Risen! Prayers for the repose of Anna and Wasil Prawlocki, Walter Jovorsky Jr and Walter Jovorsky
Sr, Harry and Anna Homyk, Peter Mezick, Theodosia Kluka, Mary Gromadsky, Dmitri, Olena, Michael and
Michael Alexczuk, Paul and Kay Sokol, Mary Elnicky, Walter Jovorsky Jr, Anne and Walter Jovorsky Sr,
Frank Prawlocki, John and Vera Prawlocki and Paul and Kay Sokol were offered today at Liturgy and Litiya at
the request of the "Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund."

Sermon on Saint Thomas Sunday by +Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

‘My Lord and my God!" After Nathaniel, after Peter expressing the faith, the knowledge, the experience of
the Church, Thomas repeats these words, ‘My Lord and my God'. He had now seen and he believed. This is the
faith of the Church of God, the lordship of Christ in the life of each of us. A lordship that means that we have
been bought at a high price, that He has believed in us before we believed in Him, that He had loved us before
we ever loved Him and that He conquered our heart, our mind, our will and the totality of our lives.

The lordship of Christ is made manifest in our personal lives by our recognition and certainty and know-
ledge that truly all power is given Him on earth and in Heavens, that all things are in His hands, that He is the
Lord of History, that He is the Lord of things visible and invisible; that all things belong to Him and He is the
Lord of all things. And also the confession of the Church that knows Christ through the Holy Spirit as God, true
God, the Son of the Father, the God of Heaven whom we adore on earth in His Incarnation. He appears to His
disciples on the evening of the Resurrection when dismayed, terrified, desperate they were hiding for fear; He
appears to them, and His first words were ‘Peace be with you!' Because they had lost their peace: Christ had
died, the One in Whom they had believed had seemingly been defeated and hopelessly overcome. The Father
had not sent any miraculous help and now, Him Who appeared to them as their Lord and their God, indeed was
dead and defeated as a man. Life, hope had gone out of their hearts and out of the world because if He could be
defeated, there was no hope for holiness, for truth, for love. There was no place for God on earth, He had been
ruled out by evil, by hatred...

And now He was there, alive, in their midst, alive in the living body of the Resurrection, in that body which
they had known, which they had lay in the tomb, and which, inseparable from the Godhead, had remained



incorruptible, not overcome. He stood there, alive, and peace could come back to them, not the peace which the
world gives, a sense of appeasement, but an alert, powerful, fragrant peace, the peace of strength that cannot be
overcome, of victory already won. That peace which the world cannot give He now gave them, not simply in
this words of blessing, but in His presence and victory, in the vision of the Kingdom of God already come with
power, anticipating now what will come later for all. And to these men who had now received a peace that
could not been taken away from them, because they had come back to life, not to the ephemeral life of time but
to the life of eternity, shared with the Lord in Whom and with Whom they had died out in despair, to these men
He spoke a second word: ‘As My Father sent Me, ever do I send you." And He breathed on them: and gave them
the Holy Spirit, this Holy Spirit Whom they could hold in their oneness because they were one with Him and in
Him, Who would lead them into all truth, Who would work the miracles of the Church and the acts of God,
Who would teach them to say ‘Father' to Him Who hitherto had been the great God of Heaven. And they had to
go now with this peace that could not be taken away and in the power of the Spirit that indwelled their unity,
their oneness they had to go into the world.

The Church was not founded by Christ simply to be the place where God and man are at one, but the place
where the love and the compassion of God is at work with such power that men, frail as we are, find the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost in the love divine, courage and readiness to go out of their security, to go out of
the Joy of the Kingdom into an outer world, inimical, cold, abandoned, in order to bring into it first of all faith,
the news that God believes in each of us, believes in those who do not believe in themselves, believes in us even
when we do not believe in ourselves so much that He is prepared to become one of us and die for us, knowing
that it is not in vain, because man, not mankind, but each man, each woman, each person is worthy of being
entrusted with the life and the death of God. We must bring that into the world: this divine witness that God
believes in us and in all of us, in the believers as He does in the unbelievers, that He believes in man and is
ready to pay the cost of this belief with His blood, the witness but not only the words, but the deeds, that will
make people believe in the love of God abode in our hearts, abode in our lives, not within our Christian
community alone, but wide enough, powerful enough to engulf all men and drown all hatred, accept and die out
of it, but never be defeated not anymore than Christ was defeated. And we are to go into the world, to bring this
witness, this message, these good tidings, this Gospel in order that people may again believe in themselves and
look up to God and believe in His belief, in love and discover the God of Love, that they may begin to live. But
as Christ has given us this faith and this love, this hope and this joy, this peace and this strength, not only by His
incarnation and His life, but by His suffering and death, we must be prepared to lay down our live that others
may live, and that we must too, day after day, not wait for the day when our life will be taken away from us by
violence, but lay down our life hour after hour, for every person whom we meet, for every concern.

And we lay down our lives when discarding ourselves, ignoring ourselves, turning away from ourselves, we
live for others, for God, for the Kingdom. To love and to die are the same things because to love means to turn
away from oneself in order to live for God and in Him so that He may live in us as He died for us. And so shall
we also live for people and in them, through them through this Message of life that God may live in them and
they in Him. If we receive the message of the Resurrection crowning the mystery of the Cross, not blotting it
out but crowning it with fulfillment, then we will learn all the depth and all the tragedy, but also the power and
the glory and joy which make one mystery of the Cross and of the empty tomb and the Risen Christ. Let us then
now begin to die to ourselves, renounce ourselves, take up this Cross which is a daily dying for God's sake and
for the people's sake and follow Christ because He is the only Path, He is the only Truth, He is the only Life that
can be possessed on earth and in Heaven. Amen.

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!

20 April 1969 * All texts are copyright: Estate of Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

SAINT ALPHEGE, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, MARTYR (+1012)

Alphege (Elphege, AElfheah) was born about 953, during the second major period of Viking raids against
England. He became first a monk and then a hermit, and then was appointed Abbot of Bath. In 984 he became
Bishop of Westminster. In 994 King Ethelred the Unready sent him to parley with the Danish invaders Anlaf
and Swein. The Anglo-Saxons paid tribute, but Anlaf became a Christian and swore never to invade England
again. He never did. In that same year Alphege brought the newly baptized King Olaf Tryggvason of Norway to
a peaceful meeting with King Ethelred, and to his confirmation at Andover. (Remark: "Unready" does not mean
that the king was often unprepared; it means that he was headstrong and stubborn, and would not accept "rede,"
meaning counsel or advice.)

In 1005 Alphege became Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1011 the Danes overran much of southern England.
The payment of the tribute agreed on (the Danegeld) did not stop them, and in September they captured
Canterbury and held Alphege and other prominent persons for ransom. The others were duly paid for and
released, but the price demanded for Alphege was a fantastically high 3,000 pounds (worth of course, far more
than modern pounds). Alphege, knowing the poverty of his people, refused to pay or let anyone else pay for
him. The infuriated Danes, at the end of a drunken feast, brought him out and repeated their demands. When he
again refused, they threw various objects at him (large bones from the feast, for example) and finally an axeman
delivered the death-blow. Their chief, Thorkell the Tall, tried to save him, offering all his possessions except his
ship for the Archbishop's life. By his death Alphege became a martyr, famous through the whole land.

When the Dane Cnut (Canute) became King of England in 1016, he adopted a policy of conciliation, and in
1023 he brought the body of Alphege from London to Canterbury, where he was long remembered as a martyr,
one who died, not precisely for professing the Christian faith, but for exercising the Christian virtue of justice.
In art, he is shown with an axe, the instrument of his death, or as a shepherd defending his flock from wolves.



